November 12, 2014
Burt Logan
Accreditation Commission
American Alliance of Museums ("AAM")
1575 Eye Street NW, Suite 400
Washington DC 20005
c/o Ohio History Connection
800 E. 17th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43211
Email: blogan@ohiohistory.org 
Dear Mr. Logan:
The Oklahoma House of Representatives' Committee on Government Modernization and Accountability ("Committee"), for which I am Chairman, is looking into the University of Oklahoma's continuous possession of the painting Bergere rentrant des moutons ("La Bergere") at the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art ("FJJMA"), following the filing of an action in the Southern District of New York, Leone Meyer v. The Board of Regents of the University of Oklahoma et al., 13 Civ. 3128 (CM).
Following its review, on October 30, 2014, the Committee issued a request to AAM's President, Ford W. Bell, to request that AAM take immediate action to investigate the University of Oklahoma's FJJMA's accreditation status, due to its widespread lack of adherence to AAM's Code of Ethics and Standards.
On November 6, 2014, press reports indicate that Ford W. Bell rejected the Committee's request.
Considering the seriousness of the issues I raised to Ford W. Bell in my October 30 letter, as well as reports that a large number of artworks on display at the Fred Jones may have tainted provenance (See Paighten Harkins, OU museum holds 40 pieces of art looted by Nazis during WWII, THE OKLAHOMA DAILY, Nov. 6, 2014, available at http://www.oudaily.corninews/fred- 
jones-jr-museum-of-art-holds-artworks-with-nazi/article_f4911dfe-654e-11e4-80ac-0017a43b2370.html), the Committee is renewing its request to the Accreditation Commission to take immediate action to investigate the University of Oklahoma's FJJMA's accreditation status, due to its widespread lack of adherence to AAM's Code of Ethics and Standards.
I. Background
Pursuant to Rule 7.13 of the House Rules of the Oklahoma House of Representatives, my Committee held two hearings. A hearing was held with the University of Oklahoma's attorney, Shawnae Robey, on March 19, 2014. Another hearing was held with Leone Meyer's attorney, Pierre Ciric, Leone Meyer's son, Raphael Meyer, and art historian, Marc Masurovsky, on May 12, 2014. We also requested that the University of Oklahoma submit copies of all records related to Clara Weitzenhoffer's 2000 Bequest ("the Bequest"). The University of Oklahoma responded on May 16, 2014 with a submission of various documents ("Records Submission").
On October 14, 2013, my committee submitted a letter to the FJJMA's Director, Emily Neff, raising significant concerns about the March 19, 2014 testimony and the Records Submission. This letter included inquiries into the University of Oklahoma's lack of due diligence into establishing provenance of artworks belonging to the Weitzenhoffer Bequest, despite being accredited by AAM and the established "Standards Regarding the Unlawful Appropriation of Objects During the Nazi Era."
The day after my Committee sent the letter, Ms. Neff resigned. According to at least one source, Emily Neff may have been fired for having proposed to David Boren to return LA Bergere to Leone Meyer. (See Silas Allen, Oklahoma lawmaker calls for investigation into OU art museum handling of Nazi-looted painting, THE OKLAHOMAN, Nov. 01, 2014, available at http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmaker-calls-for-investigation-into-ou-art-museums-handling-of-nazi-looted-painting/article/53 623 72/?page= 1, Comment #2).
II. Non-Compliance with Relevant Laws and Regulations Regarding Collections and Collecting Activities 
AAM's Code of Ethics state that, [a]s nonprofit institutions, museums comply with applicable local, state, and federal laws and international conventions, as well as with the specific legal standards governing trust responsibilities. This Code of Ethics for Museums takes that compliance as given. But legal standards are a minimum. Museums and those responsible for them must do more than avoid legal liability, they must take affirmative steps to maintain their integrity so as to warrant public confidence. They must act not only legally but also ethically. This Code of Ethics for Museums, therefore, outlines ethical standards that frequently exceed legal minimums." Code of Ethics, American Alliance of Museums, (2010), available at http://www.aam-us.org/resources/ethics-standards-and-best-practices/code-of-ethics. 
According to the facts alleged in the complaint Leone Meyer v. The Board of Regents of the University of Oklahoma et al., 13 Civ. 3128 (CM), to the Records Submission, as well as the press reports indicated above, the University of Oklahoma has not met the legal minimums and therefore cannot possibly meet AAM's ethical standards as described in the Code of Ethics.
Since Leone Meyer v. The Board of Regents of the University of Oklahoma et al. was filed, no one at the University of Oklahoma or at the FJJMA has disputed that Nazis stole La Bergere from Leone Meyer's family. This fact alone raises significant concerns about the University of Oklahoma' lack of adherence to AAM's standards.
Furthermore, the University of Oklahoma has both a common law obligation, as well as an ethical obligation, to ensure that title to La Bergere, along with title for any artwork incorporated into its collections, is subject to a rightful transfer, and that title is free from any security interest, lien or encumbrance of which the gift recipient has no knowledge at the time of the gift. The Record Submission demonstrates that many pieces or artwork on display at the FJJMA have questionable provenance and little or no steps have been taken to resolve their status. Therefore, the University of Oklahoma may not have complied with both its common law obligations, as well as its ethical obligations to properly investigate title, in violation of AAM's Code of Ethics.
III. Non-Compliance with AAM's "Standards Regarding the Unlawful Appropriation of Objects During the Nazi Era" 
AAM has stated the area of collections stewardship surrounding unlawfully appropriated objects during the Nazi era is of such high important it has separate standards regarding a museum's obligations, "Standards Regarding the Unlawful Appropriation of Objects During the Nazi Era."
In the section pertaining to acquisitions, the standards state, "museums should take all reasonable steps to resolve the Nazi-era provenance state of objects before acquiring them for their collections-whether by purchase, gift, bequest or exchange." Standards Regarding the Unlawful Appropriation of Objects During the Nazi Era, available at http://www.aam-us.org/resources/ethics-standards-and-best-practices/collections-stewardship/objects-during-the-nazi-era. The standards go on to say "Where the Nazi-era provenance is incomplete or uncertain for a proposed acquisition the museum should consider what additional research would be prudent or necessary to resolve the Nazi-era provenance status of the object before acquiring it." Standards Regarding the Unlawful Appropriation of Objects During the Nazi Era, available at http://www.aam-us.org/resources/ethics-standards-and-best-practices/collections-stewardship/objects-during-the-nazi-era. 
The University of Oklahoma accepted the Bequest in a matter of weeks (See Lynette Loban, Glara's Gift, SOONER MAGAZINE, Winter 2001, available at http://digital.libraries.ou.edu/sooner/articles/p22-26 2002v21n2 OCR.pdf). Such a short period appears to be inadequate to perform the relevant research into the provenance of any of those artworks, especially in the context of the Bequest's size. The University of Oklahoma should have known the Nazi-era provenance was incomplete or uncertain for the La Bergere and for the other artworks in the Bequest, and should have conducted additional research to resolve the Nazi-era provenance status before accepting the Bequest.
The AAM's standards also state, "If credible evidence of unlawful appropriation without subsequent restitution is discovered through research, the museum should take prudent and
necessary steps to resolve the status of the object, in consultation with qualified legal counsel. Such steps should include making such information public and, if possible, notifying potential claimants." Standards Regarding the Unlawful Appropriation of Objects During the Nazi Era, available at http://www.aam-us.org/resources/ethics-standards-and-best-practices/collections-stewardship/objects-during-the-nazi-era.
Furthermore, the Records Submission included a document dated June 14, 2000 from Annette Schlagenhauff, Associated Curator for Research at Indianapolis Museum of Art ("Schlagenhauff Disclosure"). This document shows that the University of Oklahoma was aware that Leone Meyer was the heir to Raoul Meyer, the owner of La Bergere at the time the Nazis stole the painting. Annette Schlagenhauff advised that further research be conducted into La Bergere's history, including contacting different third-party organizations about La Bergere's provenance and about Raoul Meyer's 1953 Swiss claim. Annette Schlagenhauff specifically advised the University of Oklahoma to contact Leone Meyer to determine if La Bergere was repurchased or otherwise restituted.
However, after the Schlagenhauff Disclosure was made, no further investigation took place, with the exception of the identification of Leone Meyer as a potential claimant and looking in to Leone Meyer's lawsuit against a bank over her investment losses related to the Bernard Madoff scandal. The University of Oklahoma did not take prudent and necessary steps to resolve the status of the painting, did not notify the public, and did not notify Leone Meyer, contrary to the what the standards state.
IV. Non-Compliance with Handling Competing Claims of Ownership
AAM's Code of Ethics state, "the museum ensures that...competing claims of ownership that may be asserted in connection with objects in its custody should be handled openly, seriously, responsively and with respect for the dignity of all parties involved." Code of Ethics, American Alliance of Museums, (2010), available at http://www.aam-us.org/resources/ethics-standards-and-best-practices/code-of-ethics. 
The University of Oklahoma has not met these standards when dealing with Leone Meyer. When the University of Oklahoma testified before my Committee regarding its possession of La Bergere, the University of Oklahoma's attorney argued that Leone Meyer had failed to prove she was the heir to Raoul Meyer, the owner of the painting at the time it was stolen by Nazis. However, as discussed above, the Records Submission revels the University of Oklahoma has known that Leone Meyer was the heir to Raoul Meyer for the past five years.
V. The Bequest's Acceptance and Current Title
According to the University of Oklahoma's Board of Regents' Meeting Minutes, the Board of Regents was never offered the opportunity to formally accept the Bequest.
However, the AAM's Collection Stewardship standards require that the University of Oklahoma "owns, exhibits or uses collections that are appropriate to its mission," and "legally,
ethically and effectively manages, documents, cares for and uses the collections." (See http://wvvw.aam-us.org/resources/ethics-standards-and-best-practices/standards). 
Therefore, my Committee has significant concerns as to whether the University of Oklahoma took in the Bequest in accordance with AAM's Code of Ethics and Standards, since no record exists of its acceptance by the Board of Regents.
Furthermore, according to the Records Submission, La Bergere, along with a number of other paintings from the Bequest, appear to be held in title by the University of Oklahoma Foundation, and not by the University of Oklahoma. The public announcements related to the Bequest, along with the FFJMA's records, indicate that the Bequest was made to the University of Oklahoma, and not to any other third party. Therefore, the Committee is concerned about as to whether the transfer to the University of Oklahoma Foundation is proper under the AAM's Code of Ethics and Standards, since this transfer appears to be inconsistent with the donor's intent.
VI. Non-Compliance with AAM's Accession Requirements
According to AAM's published accreditation eligibility criteria, a museum must maintain 80% of its collection accessioned in order to be eligible for accreditation (Accreditation Eligibility Criteria, American Alliance of Museums, (2005), available at http://www.aam-us.org/resources/assessment-programs/accreditation/eligibility). 
In the Record Submission, the University of Oklahoma disclosed that only 62.7% of its artworks were owned by the University of Oklahoma, hence subject to an accession procedure, as 609 pieces of artwork on display at the FJJMA are owned by the University of Oklahoma and 362 pieces of artwork on display at the FJJMA are owned by the University of Oklahoma Foundation. The University of Oklahoma Foundation is an independent not-for-profit corporation which is separate from state agencies such as the University of Oklahoma.
Therefore, my Committee has significant concerns as to whether the University of Oklahoma is in compliance with AAM's accreditation eligibility criteria.
VII. The Committee's Request to AAM's Accreditation Commission
I understand that AAM's Accreditation Commission took recent disciplinary actions against the Delaware Art Museum. On June 19, 2014, AAM released the following statement:
Accreditation conferred by the American Alliance of Museums designates a museum's credibility to donors, funders and the public. Accredited museums have a fundamental fiduciary and ethical responsibility to care for and maintain their collections and determine their disposition following national standards.... As the accrediting body the AAM Accreditation Commission has a responsibility to take action when violations to standards occur. On June 17, 2014, the AAM Accreditation Commission unanimously
voted to remove the Delaware Art Museum's accredited status in response to the board's decision of March 26, 2014, to deaccession and to sell works from the collections for purposes other than acquisitions or direct care of collections. The action of the Delaware Art Museum is in direct violation of museum standards and ethics.
Press Release, American Alliance of Museums, Statement on the Deaccessioning by the Delaware Art Museum and the Action taken by the AAM Accreditation Commission (June 18, 2014), http://www. aam-us.org/about-us/media-room/2014/delaware-accreditation-status. 
I would trust that the Accreditation Commission favorably considers my Committee's request. Since AAM has enforced its Code of Ethics swiftly and decisively against the Delaware Art Museum on a single transaction, I would trust that you will accept the Committee's request in the presence of multiple potential violations of AAM's Code of Ethics and Standards.
Therefore, considering the lack of adherence by the University of Oklahoma to AAM's Code of Ethics and Standards, my Committee renews is request that the Accreditation Commission take immediate action to investigate the University of Oklahoma's FJJMA's accreditation status.
Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact myself, Committee Chairman, Representative Reynolds at (405) 557-7337.
Respectfully,
Representative Mike Reynolds 
House District 91
Cc:
Ford W. Bell, DVM President 
American Alliance of Museums 
1575 Eye Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington DC 20005
Email: fbell@aam-us.org 
